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LIVES SHOULD BE PLUNCRIATED 
WITH BLOOD. 
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THE LODGE STOOD LIPON 
STILTS, THAT ITS DARK AND 
SULLEN FEMALE POWER 
SHOULD NOT TAINT THE 


MWHER BASKET, A LAUGHING WOMAN 
RUNS THROUGH ENOLESS FIELDS 
BENEATH A CORNFLOWER SKY. 


THEY WERE FORBIDDEN TO 
STAND, OR £16 POW, 
OR SEE THE ODN. THEY 
COMB TAKA OTHE; 
EVEN THEMSELVES. 


THE CHECKOUT LADY PLACES THE 
PACKAGE (WV A PAPER BAG, AS 
/E TO PROTECT HER OTHER. 
GROCERIES, FIND DEMANES 
SEVEN DOLLARS. 


THEM, SWECTERING 
NV AIRLESS 
SHACOW, COOL 
MOONLIGHT 
CLMTSICE, SIVER, 
AND LINATIRINABLE. | 
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SOHN TOTLEBEN 
ARTIOTS 


KAREN BERBER: EDITOR, 
TATJANA WOOD! COLORIST 
OHM COSIPNZA! LETTERER 


Y"KNOW, YOU 
WEREN'T AWAY 
AS LONG AS 
lL BAC 


T HADN'T 
OF IT LIKE THAT. 


HEY, THAT ‘S 
REALLY NICE. 


L DON'T THINK T'D = 
REALIZED HOW 4257 YOU 
CAN TRAVEL NOW, LETTING 
YOUR BODY DE IN ONE 
PLACE AND REGROWING 

IT SOMEWHERE EZSE... 


WHAT ABOUT CONSTANTIVE? 
DO YOU HAVE HIM FIGURED 
OUT YET? IT DUNNO... HE'S 
LEADING YOU ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY, PROMISING YOU 
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I MEAN, T KNOW: 

T DIDN'T LIKE YOU 
LEAVING ME AT A/@S7%, 
BUT THAT WAS Just 
ME BEING SELFISH, 


IF YOU WANT 
THIS “7AM EDSE” 
HE'S OFFERING,.- 


Y'KNOW YOU DON'T ASK ME TO 
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UNSPOKEN 


MUNGRYX. 
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BONKERS! FRUIT CANDY 
HITS YOU WITH A NEW FLAVOR. 


@ WATERMELON! 


Bo nike ; 


Watetm erae 


Now Bonkers! bonks you 
out with watermelon 
flavor —mouthwatering 
watermelon candy with 
an extra fruity middle. 


comes in strawberry, 
and orange too. 
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MEAN AW’ OF 
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BUY ASIDE YOUR PREJUDICES— 
HERE'S A WAR BOOK THAT'S 
DIFFERENT! 
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(| TRAVELED 369484,278,025 MILES FOR REESE'S PIECES.) 


So he buys quite a 
few to take back 
with him. He says his 
mother loves the out- 
of-this-world peanut 
butter taste of Reese's 
Pieces and so does 
XY TOPUYV his cousin. 
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TWE ANGER CRASHES BLINOLY AROUND 
INSIDE HER WITH NOWHERE FO GO, TEARING SHE DESTROKS THE 
AP [RSELF, RAKING 115 OWN FLESH WITH i OREENHOSE,... 


FRUSTRATED JALONS... 


ONO THE MIGHT KS JOO SHALL 
4 THINS FO CONTAIN THE FURY 
WHI HER, 
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WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


{KUNG-FU - KARATE 


Learn unbeatable fighting power 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 


For CERTIFICATE AWARDED 


Getal's International Karate School 
"Dept. K42 Box H, Belmar, NJ.07719 


GOLDEN STATE COMICS 


‘Send 35¢ for comics selling list 
and: FREE protective comic bag, 
4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 
Or visit our store 


< Sones enerennenesoerseessecens: 


SUPER BODYBUILDING | 


You'll be amazed at how fast and easy H ts te 
build BIG POWERFUL MUSCLES. Send a sel- 
} _)4 addressed, stamped envelope tor FREE DETAILS. 


PENDULUM BODYBUILDING CLUB 
Dept OC16. Bok 246: Srooklyn, NY 11214 


HARTI COMICS 
24134 S. Ridge Rd. Dept.1 
Beavercreek, OR 97004 


HART! Variety + Quality Low Prices 
Send 25¢ for Qur Unusual Sale List 


WHAT IS NINJA? 


s 
You can be told these deadly tech- 
niques!!! Ultimate in Sait Defense! $1 


System, $5. * Ninja Throwing Star & 
$5. DEFENSE ARTS, 
BOX 1628, SMYRNA, GA 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs 
For catalog send 75¢ to: ¢ 
CENTORCOMICS Pt ‘ 


122 E. 42 St.eNew York, NY 101: 
A division of Centormedia inc. 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


A plastic 1.D. card with raised letters 
just like your parents’ credit card! 
$1.50 each. Send self-addressed, 
envelope to: 

IDENTICARD 

618 Venice Blvd. 

Marina, Del Rey, CA 80231 
Pieass. include what you would like 
embossed on your card-(4 lines with 
26 characters each). Could be name, 
address and emergency telephone & 
or anything else you would like. 


SURPRISE YOUR FRIENDS!! 
S},postage & handling 


MISSED AN ISSUE??? 
We probably have it along with 
100,000 more from years a 

Send YOUR list and BASE for 

our selli pee fo: DAVE'S COMICS 

TOIQE THREE CHOPT ROAD 

RICHMOND, VA.23226. 
(804) 282-1211 cs 
: : the last 2 years 
‘are stil} cover price. 


SHFR = chauffeur =" 


fists 45,000 words by sound. If you can say it, 
you can look it up. Send $5.45 (check or 

order) to Pilot Light, Box 305A, Stone Min.. G: 
30086 Satisfaction is guaranteed or your 
money back. Allow three weeks for delivery. 


250,000 in stock, complete Marvel & DG 


| Groups from 1935-1983. Also T.V. Guides, 


James Bond,. U.N.C.L.E., Doc Savage, 
Mags, Dark Shadows, T.V. ore: 
Disney, Movie items, etc. From 1900-1984. 


We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 


HOWARD 0. ROGOFSKY 
P.O. Box 128, Rosedale, QNS., N.Y. 11422 


Osby says: 
“If you cant 
sa send you, 
28 send money.’ gaze 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y.. N.Y. 10017 


Closeout Special! Digital Watches 
Hours, Minutes and:seconds display. 
Also has month and:day display. Has 
light for easy night reading. Battery in- 
cluded. Heavy duty casting and band. 
RUSH $3.00 to Northwestern Sales 
Inc. 6593-12 Powers Ave., Jacksonville, 
Fla. 32217 


—FREE— 


The 1969 United States jumbo Man on the Moon jumbo 
airmail stamp, mint, is yours free with your request for 
U.S., U.N. and foreign approvals. 
COLONIE 
Box 12113 
Albany, N.Y. 12212 


EMPIRE COMICS 
572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14616 


DYNAMIC-TENSION 
starts giving results you. can 
feel and your friends will 
notice. Big, useful muscles. 
Gain weight. if needed. Lose 
pot belly.” Send name and 
address for FREE information. 
CHARLES ATLAS®, P.O. Box D, 81V ‘ie 
Madison Sq. Sta., New York, NY 10159 85 


BIG $$$ FOR POCKET CHANGE 
You might have a fortune in your pocket now 
Countless common-vaiue coins are worth far more 
than face value. Same $100 +. For lst of pennies, 
nickels, dimes, and quarters worth more, send $2.00to 
MaxCom Publications, Box 1780, Montclair, NJO7042. 


STAR ROCKS 


REAL METEORS! From the moon or 

passing comets? Studied by NASA. Struck 

earth at 25,000 mph over 750,000 years 

i ago. AWESOME! Fact book, authenticit 

Actual certificate and viewing case’ included. 

Meteor Send $5.00. for 1, $9.00 for-2, (we pay 
Ts tong shipping). 

(Glack) New World Expressions,16 Miraflores Aye. 

#5, San Rafael, CA 94901-3668 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., NY. N.Y. 10017 
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SMEARED /VOVIAGE OF NOSE ANC (ROVEMENT, HER SLINERY RISE UP AROUNE HER LIKE 
DRENCHED IN THE COLD BRONZED — GHOSTS; SECLIRE IN THER 


” THE MAIN STREET, STRETCHING BEPORE HER, Ks A SULIE AND MOCKING, THE tees, (og Aly, 


THE SIDEWALK 4S HARO ANP 
CQWWELOINS BENEATH HER 
FEET, AND SHE BREAKS 
A CLAW. 


THEY WERE 
KEPT IN THE 
DARK; SQUATTI 
THERE WITH 
NOTHING 7O 
DWELL 


AT THE ENO OF THEIR CONFINEMENT, 
THEY. WERE LED OUT BLINKING INFO JHE 
AARSH AND ASCLLINE GLARE OF THE Sti, 


WW STEIN'S ALOT BOOKS; WREATHED | AAK, 7HIS STUFF 
'N THE CISHAL PERFUME OF SWEAT AIN'T AQ 620, 
AND LONELINESS, THE MEN ANYWAY. 
CARRIED CUT THEIR 


EY: 
THIS AIN'T A 
CIBRARY! NO 


HOUT BUYIN “7 A. 


RUMP ROAST 


| WEENIE. ROAST 


BEHIND THE GLASS, A 
MACHINE SIVES 
COLLABYES 10 JHE 
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THE SUPERMARKET 1S AN AURLANCHE OF 

SMELLS: SOAP PONDER, CHEESE, L 

DISINFECTANT... 
Pt ial a 

... AND ABOVE ALL, THE OPOR - 
OF WOMEN S LIVES GROWN SHE TEARS. ATIT WITH LACERATED PRIME, 
/RREVOCABLY STALE. THE RED TRYING TO RIP BYWAY [ZS PERSONAL 
LOOGE, THE RED LOOGE 1S SRPLIT ASK ANP REVEAL THE FETIO 


EVERYWHERE / 
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Please enter my subscription to: 
—— 15 issues of Batman and the Outsiders tor 
the price of 12 (for only $9.00). 
—— 15 issues of The Outsiders for the price of 
12 (for only $15.00—Deluxe Version). 
——— 16 issues of both Batman and the Outsiders and the Deluxe Version 
of The Outsiders for the price of 12 issues per title (for a total of $24:00). 


: ! Enciosed please find $. for the title(s) indicated above. Remittance 
| (via check or money order—U.S. Funds). must accompany order. No cash. Add 
: Soon additional postage for each title to.be delivered outside the U.S.A. 


Print legibly: 


= 


SR set 


Account #. 
(if current subscriber) 


City. 
State___Zip. 


Mail coupon and check to DC Comics 
Subscriptions, P.0. Box 1308-F Dept. BO, 
Fort Lee, NJ 07024. Please allow 8-10 
weeks for delivery. This offer valid 
through July 15, 1985. 
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WANTED TO KNOW 
WHERE WE WERE OFF 
TO NEXT, EH? WELL, 
T'VE GOT YOUR TRAVEL 
INSTRUCTIONS ON THIS 


PIECE OF PAPER HERE... 


WHY SACCED I 
BE? IT'S A FREE 


soUrath 


CHANGE 


Before we get to the mailon “The Rite 
of Spring,” we'd like to devote this space 
to af announcement you may or may 
not have recently seen in a couple of 
fanzines. 

Steve Bissette and John Totleben 
wish it to be known that as of this writ- 
ing, pages 1-14 of SWAMP THING #34 
(‘The Rite of Spring"), its painted cover, 
the covers of SWAMP THING #29-34, 
and the cover to SWAMP THING annual 
#2 are missing. The artists offer a 
reward for its return. 

The original artwork was prepared for 
mailing at the DC offices, but despite 
formal security precautions dis- 

from there in early January of 
1986. There is no record of the artwork 
either entering or leaving DC's mail- 
room or the local post office. 

The missing artwork for SWAMP 
THING #34 has attracted more purchase 
inquiries from art collectors and dealers 
than any other issue in Bissette and 
Totleben’s tenure on the book. 

The artists offer a reward—no 
‘questions asked—for the return of, or 
any information leading directly to, the 
repossession of the missing artwork. 
Needless to say, no one may legally sell 
or buy the artwork listed above, and the 
artists respectfully ask that anyone 
having any of it in his or her possession 
please return it to the rightful owners. 
Contact: Steve Bissette and John 
Totieben, c/o SWAMP THING, DC 
COMICS, 666 Fifth Avenue, N.Y., N.Y. 
10103. 
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Dear People, 

Up until #34, “The Rite of Spring,” the 
fact that Swamp Thing was not Alec 
Holland still bothered me. it was not 
because of the pervading sense of 
‘tragedy that this revelation entailed, or 
that the story lines were ineffective, but 
because this newfound fact left agap to 
be filled in Swamp Thing’s life. And #34, 
at least to me, unquestionably filled this 
gap by successfully showing how 
Swampy could accept his identity, notas 
a metamorphosed man, but as a child of 
the Earth. No longer psychologically 
bound to seeing things as a human, he 
sees life how it really is—and is content 
to know he is an active part of it. His 
“purpose” in life in incidental; simply 
being alive is enough. His relationship 
with Abby, a situation which could have 
been disastrous if in the wrong hands, 
was handled with nothing short of 
excellence by Alan Moore, and the 


almost visual poetry by Stephen 
Bissette and John Totieben convinced 
me that everything was in order, that 
thia love affair was @ natural thing to 
happen, Swamp Thing, too long without 
physical companionship, found the 
perfect “lover” in Abby, a friend who 
can truly understand his own point of 
view. In turn Abby, flung back and forth 
in a maze of nightmarish situations, 
found someone who not only cares 
about her but is willing to risk anything 
for her—even if that meant going to hell 
and back, which he did, Swamp Thing 
‘and Abby complement one another, he 
broadening her perspectives by show- 
ing her the beauty of life, and she by 
keeping that spark of humanity in him 
alive, 

And now for sorhe questions about 
Swamp Thing tobe hopefully answered: 

1) Although Swamp Thing is psycho- 
logically a male, can he reproduce, since 
he can seemingly grow things at will 
from his body? in the past he lost his 
arm, and that arm grew into a mindiess 
imitation of him. So, if he willed it to 
happen, could he reproduce a copy of 
himself, and not end up with a cabbage 
patch baby? 

2) Do Swamp Thing’s eyes function 
like human eyes or are they just for 
decoration? He does not seem to need to 
see, since he oan sense the Earth and 
the life around him. 

3) Does he get all his energy from the 
sun or does he absorb as food some of 
the insects that live within him, like a 
carnivorous plant? 

Kevin J. Lindenmuth 
4004 Bursiey 
Ann Arbor, Mi 48109 
Taking your questions.in order, Kevin: 
1) Truth to tell, we haven't explored the 
possibility of Swamp Thing producing a 
“cabbage patch baby” yet, Given his 
highly evolved abilities, we can't say 
that it couldn't happen in the course of 
his existence, but for the foreseeable 
future, we don't think he has those 
plans in mind. 
2) Swamp Thing’s eyes function as 
human eyes-being light sensitive and 
transmitting visual messages. But, as 
we witnessed in issue #34, his percep- 
tions of the world are quite different 
than ours. 
3) Swampie draws his energy from the 
sources you mentioned, as well as the 
earth, water, and as recently seen, 
through ingesting dead animals. 
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Dear Karen, 

Only Alan Moore could even possibiy 
dare think of intertwining a romance 
between Abigail Arcane Cable and our 
favorite muck-encrusted mockery of a 
man, and not be laughed out of comic- 
dom. “Play It Safe” is the motto of the 
industry. It’s okay to be creative once in 
a while, but puh-lease don’t take risks, 
right? 

Were this romance simply inter- 
racial, or even in a few cases between 
species, the artistic risks would not be 
great. But, no, Alan Moore creates a 
relationship that isn't even in the same 
genus or family; these two aren't even in: 
the same kingdom! 

So, can a plant that has known life as. 
@ man, and @ woman who has only 
briefly known life as one with the plants, 
find iness in the swamps and 
bayous of the South? Stay tuned, same 
comic next issue... 

The risks are great, but so is the 
teward, and Alan Moore is just the man 
to pull it off. I'm impressed. Just keep 
this comic exploring worlds where no 
comic has been before, Alan, and | don’t 
think anyone will be able to guess the 
quality of entertainment and literature 
that we will see. 

Sincerely, 

Donald G, Shelton 

601 S. Central Ave. 

Nicholasville, KY 40366 

Swamp Thing and Abby's relationship is 

perfect proof (albeit a bit far-fetched) 

that looks aren't everything, and it’s 

really what's inside a person that 
counts, 
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Dear Alan and Karen, 

Alan, “Rite of Spring” showoases 
your best and worst elements as a 
writer, The story is simple and differ- 
ent, touching on @ subject with real 
emotion, Abby's love is real. Sort of. Un- 
fortunately, you have her speaking like a 
naive, blundering teenager. No one | 
know, outside of comic book char- 
acters, speaks with so'many “y'know” ’s 
and ‘well’ ‘s and “uh’’’s. If this is your 
imitation of American speech, it's 
probably trie, but it sounds stupid when 
read. And then you end it with the un- 
believable “Does this mean we're going 
out?” She's expressed her love, she's 
shared his body, she’s revealed herself, 
and then Abby acts like a cute actress, 
nota flesh-and-blood character. To top it 
off, your poetry runs rampant through 


their organic intercourse scenes. Over- 
written is an understatement. 

Alan, you're capable of much better, 
but I'm afraid most readers will hail this 
story a$ @ masterpiece and let it reign 
forever as good writing. |. think you 
attempted too much and fell short. I'm 
glad you tried, but you didn’t make it this 
time. 

Sincerely, 

Kerry Lucareili 

PO Box 48 

New Ipswich, NH 03071 

Points well taken, Kerry, and to each his 

own. But speaking in defense of Abby's 

speech pattern ... | don’t know how 

articulately spoken New Hampshire 

dwellers are (particularly in the in- 

secure, nervous, and emotional throes 

of professing one’s love) but, being a 

native New Yorker myself, | found and 

do tind Abby's speech to be very much 
an the mark. 
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To those that have put so much in, 
| love it, | love SWAMP THING. This 
book is so very poetic. I'm talking about 
SWAMP THING #34. The artwork is 
wonderful, It’s not even drawn by John 
Byrne. | can not get over the beautifully 
written story. When Abby ate that 
vegetable that was a part of Swampy, | 
cringed. It reminded me of how dogs eat 
their own placentas after the baby has 
been born. I thought about ita little more 
and | figured that it’s not cannibalistic, 
only symbolistic. Again, I've never seen 
art done this wonderful way and I'm 
happy to say that I’m glad it was done 
first in SWAMP THING. | wish everyone 
involved good fortune and | hope this 
mag takes all the Eagle Awards for next 

year and beyond. 

Thank You, 
Robert Sasser 
2221 W. Hemlock 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
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Alan, 

This is not comics; this is ART. | refer, 
of course, to SWAMP THING #34. 

You've done the impossible, Mr. 
Moore. You've tackled the most 
abstract, difficult, and wonderful theme 

» and you've emerged with 
what reads like an epic poem. This is my 
interpretation, and as you know, love 
means different things to each in- 
dividual. 

The impossible: a mobile, root- 
infested plant is capable of giving more 
love than any “human” ever could. An 
average, not-too-intelligent woman 
experiences what we all search for in 
life: oneness with someone we love. 

Don't take my comment about Abby 
the wrong way. | mean that she feels 
first, and those feelings don’t always 
materialize the way she wants them to. 
This is why | can relate to her. She 
reminds me of me. It’s hard as hell tell- 
ing anyone you love them (and mean- 
ing-it). | felt Abby's grief as she tried to 
express herself to Alec. 

And I'm glad you included the obvious 


sexual question. it was handled intelli- 
gently and thoughtfully, excellently 
characterizing Abby's view. Obviously, 
she may have had some reservations 
about the sacrifice (look at the un- 
necessary importance society places on 
the issue in terms of relationships), but 
her willing to bypass it made her trans- 
cend the level most of us humans seem 
to be on. And besides (now, how can | 
say this without jeopardizing the 
chances of this seeing print) her journey 
“inside” of Swampy, the merging of 
their spirits,was greater than any point 
of pleasure physical contact could bring. 

And about the journey. | have never 
experienced anything like it! Steve and 
John should receive some kind of award 
for this issue. 

This is the first time I've ever been 
literally inside a comic character, and 
the circumstances were wonderful. I felt 
as if | were with Abby every step of the 
way. “Does this .., uh .., mean we're 
going out?” If you only knew how many 
times I've struggled through those same 
words! 

This love story was definitely worth 
skipping class for. What class did | miss? 
Advanced Writing Techniques. | got my 
lesson anyway. 

Carleton Keith Brown 

691 Davis Hall 

Westfield State College 

Westfield, MA 01085 

We all know that for all intents and pur- 

poses, SWAMP THING is a “horror” 

comic, Carleton, but it's the beauty and 

strength of Swamp Thing‘s versatile 

character that allows sucha story as the 

“Rite of Spring” to be credibly told. And 

it’s also that immense versatility that 

allows him to comfortably co-exist 

amongst super-heroes, supernatural 

characters, and even alien funny 
animals, 
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Dear Mssrs. Moore, Bissette, and 
Totleben:; 

| haven't written to comics much of 
late. Perhaps it is just that after some 35 
odd years of reading the bloody things, 
I've lost some enthusiasm for them, see- 
ing how “the more things change, the 
more they stay the same,” and real crea- 
tivity, rather than mere pandering to the 
lowest common level of the masses, 
remains the standard. Yet there have 
been jewels among their more mediocre 
brethren, and |! still relish a work well 
done. 

| was, therefore, not prepared for 
SWAMP THING #34. It is the very best 
single comic book | have ever read. 

lam an artist myself, and it is rare for 
me to be so thrilied by the work of 
anyone, but the gorgeous visionary art 
of Bissette and Totleben should be 
assigned a category by itself, for it is far 
beyond what else is on the market. | also 
write, and keep the company of some 
well-known science fiction/fantasy 
writers, so | am very impressed by the 
economy and evocativeness of Alan 
Moore’s style. But especially, | am a 
Pagan (an “official” one), a priest of a 
Nature religion, and it is just such 


visions as you very creative people 
managed to so splendidly capture that 
formed the inspiration and foundation 
for what became my religious path. 
Indeed, I've ‘'seen” the same things in 
the play of consciousness expanding 
through and embracing the multi- 
faceted and all-encompassing |ife- 
current as that incredible aliveness 
which this sentient Gaia-planet, the 
Goddess, is forever expressing. And you 
actually caught it in drawing! Amazing! 
1 only hope you will stay with it for @ 
long time. When next | get together with 
my group to practice the Old Religion, | 
will send you a blessing via the astral 
pathways, for, in your work, for the first 
time in years, | have been moved to tears 
by a comic book, SWAMP THING #34. 
More power to youl 
Bright Blessings! 
Rev. Robin Goodfellow 
1625 Woolsey St. #4 
Berkeley, CA 94703 


nanan 


To everybody that has anything to do 
with the best comic out now, 

Absolutely, positively nothing can 
beat issue 34, This is the most beautiful 
comic I've ever read, Alan Moore's 
stories are flawless. | can’t give him any 
more praise than what has already been 
given. Steve's and John's art follows the 
script to perfection. The cover was 
superb also, 

This story was excellent. The thought 
of Swamp Thing and Abby making love 
had crossed my mind, but | thought it 
would be impossible. When Abby asked 
Swamp Thing “Does this mean we're 
going out?” | started to cry. Alan Moore 
is the best “thing” that has ever 
happened to comics. 

The art and coloring were perfect, The 
images went beyond the imagination. 

Now it's time for a few questions, Is 
Abby pregnant now? If so, | can’t wait to 
see what the baby looks like. Will she 
quit her job and everything else and 
come to live with Swamp Thing? 

Well, I've run out of time and superia- 
tives. Please prove me wrong and make 
next issue better than this one. 

Andy Kunka 

(No address given) 

Abby and Swamp Thing’s consumma- 

tion was spiritual, not physical, Andy, so 

we won't be hearing the pitter patter of 

little feet around. But, Abby does come 

to live in the swamp, and is still holding 
down her job at Elysium Lawns, 


NEXT: Swamp Thing and Abby reckon 
with some black magic, voodoo, and 
more in “SOUTHERN CHANGE”! See 
you then—Karen. 


Sel. CARDS .& GIFTS FAGM FREE SALES ALBUM 


GO, GO, GO. . .WITH CAPTAIN “O”! 
PICK YOUR PRIZE from Otympic’s FREE full- 
color Prize Catalog! OR KEEP CASH — $1.00 for 
every item sold! It's easy to earn PRIZES or 
CASH by selling imprinted Christmas Cards and 
Stationery, All Occasion Cards and Gifts from 
Olympics FREE 1985 Sales Album! 

Show your Sales Album to friends, relatives, 
Neighbors. Anyone’s a prospect! With Olympic, 


SS 
WEBCOR ZIP 
TELEPHONE Sell 21 Items 
B Sell 13 Items ~.<o 


" MAGIC SHOW SET 
Sell 10 tems 


(In Arizona: 1-800-352-0458) _ 


% Service available in 48 24 HOURS A DAY... 
United States and Puerto 

Rico. Alaska and Hawaii 

Please reply by mail. 


you .pay nothing... owe nothing... return 
nothing! You get full membership information 
and ail sales material FREE! 

SODON'T WAIT! Call our Captain “O” operator 
TOLL FREE now, or mail us your name, address 
and zip code TODAY! 


OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 


Dept. 85NC6 Enfield, CT 06082 


She or another 
CAPTAIN “O” 
operator is waiting 
to rush your name, 
address and ZIP 
CODE to us. 


® PLEASE. . .operatorscan take 
name and address only... 
CANNOT answer 
questions. 


Report from Your Man on the Road. 
Part 1 


Seems to me I'm always getting into 
a machine that moves and takes me 
somewhere. In the last 3 years I've 
covered over 85,000 miles on 
American Airlines alone. (I've also 
traveled on every other major airline... 
and a few minor ones.) In addition, I 
cover something like 130-140 miles a 
day, each work day, on the Metro 
North Commuter Railroad. (See: 
“Help! I'm Being Held Prisoner on 
Metro North...’ from an earlier 
column.) I also drive a bit. 

It came as no particular surprise, 
then, that Sunday, January 13th, I 
found myself on a Connecticut Limo 
bus that took me to Laguardia Airport, 
where I boarded a flight that was to 
take me to Las Vegas. I won't bore you 
with the details of how I came to arrive 
at my destination, the Frontier Hotel, 
more than three hours later than 
originally scheduled. In my room a 
message was waiting that read, 
“Breakfast at 7:30 A.M. in the coffee 
shop,” and was signed “Peggy.” 7:30? 
Groan! I was in bed and asleep in 20 
minutes ... maybe 15. 


Dawn came as dawn often does. I 
dragged my poor tired bones from bed 
(it's hard to age gracefully in this 


business) and got ready for the 
“breakfast” of last night's note. It was 
an important breakfast. Bruce Bristow, 
DC’s Marketing Director; Linda 


Robak, our Sales Manager; Peggy 
May, DC’s P.R., Conventions, and 
Personal Appearances Maven; and 
Marv Wolfman, of TEEN TITANS and 
CRISIS fame, waited for meatthe table 
in the center of the coffee shop. They 
looked much better than I did. They 
had gotten in twodaysago, whileI had 
arrived only hours earlier. Anyway, 
how I looked (or felt) soon became 
moot. We were gathered to discuss our 
presentation that morning at the first 
session of the third annual Glenwood 
Distributors Meeting. 


A few facts: Glenwood is a comic 
distributor that services comic 
specialty shops and other direct sales 
outlets around the country. Its chief 
honcho is Russ Ernst, who conceived 
the idea of meeting with some of his 
more committed retailers and 
representatives from all the publishing 
companies once a year to discuss— 
what else—comics. Russ and his 
retailers are all, of course, in the 
business of selling comics, but in the 
brisk dialogues that took place at 
lunch, which we took together, or in the 
hallways outside the rooms, it became 
evident that the majority (if not all) of 
them were informed comics fans as 
well. They knew what was happening 
in comics, DC’s and others, and were 
anxious to share their opinions, 
concerns, and frustrations with us. I 
attended this meeting last year and got 
a lot out of it. asked Marv Wolfman to 
join us this year because the time of 
this meeting coincided very closely 


with the release of CRISIS ON 
INFINITE EARTHS #1, a very 
important DC maxi-series for 1985, 
and I wanted Marv to talk to the 
retailers about his/our plans for the 
series and give them some insights 
into future events. (Marv gave them a 
sneak peek at the cover to CRISIS #7, 
en by Geoige Pérez... and it 

knocked their socks off! Mine, too. I 
hadn't seen it before then.) I also knew 
that Marv would get a lot of feedback 
from those retailers, who are closer to 
our readers than anybody else we are 
likely to meet during the year (except 
at conventions, where readers are 
present but often don’t give us the 
feedback that leads to improvement of 
our comics). Anyway, by the time Marv 
and I left Las Vegas on Tuesday 
evening for San Francisco (full details 
on that junket next week), we both 
agreed that we had a pretty good time 
and got a good deal of information and 
some helpful tips on how to make 
things work better for the retailers and 
you, their friends and customers. Most 
of the ideas on the upcoming CRISIS 
series itself have already been 
implemented and should increase 
your enjoyment of our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration and the 
universe-shattering events in the 
CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS maxi- 
series. 


In closing, I'd like to express my 
thanks and appreciation to Russ Ernst 
for being far-sighted enough to 
recognize the enormous value of 
meetings of this sort and taking the 
time to organize them. I'd also like to 
encourage other distributors to take a 
hard look at the advantages of nose-to- 
nose dialogues with the people you 
deal with every day. 

Good show, Russ! See you next year, 
I hope. 


Thank you and good afternoon. 
[JJ 
Sete 
P.S. Special thanks to: Steve Gerber, 
Mike Friedrich, Jan Strnad, and Cat 
Yronwode, with whom I had long and 


interesting chats that lead to an 
improvement in the quality of my life. 
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ON SALE THE 


CHECK 


WEEK OF JUNE 20 
List 


O Batman and the Outsiders 25: 
Kobra enlists Halo in his effort to 
destroy the Outsiders! 


O Green Lantern 192: The return of 
Star Sapphire and the end of Carol 
Ferris! 

O Sgt. Rock 404; In a war, itisn’t only 
the enemy who can kill you! 

O Warlord 97: Morgan assembles all 
his forces and storms Shamballa! 

O Blue Devil 16: It's Cassidy vs. 
Vanquisher with Marla caught in the 
middle! 

O Who’s Who 7: Element Lad, 
Elongated Man, Dr. 13, Easy Co., 
Enemy Ace, and Eclipso, plus more! 


O Hex 1: Jonah is sent to a far-flung 
future and may never go home! 

O Superman Annual 11: Superman 
vs. Monghul, plus Batman, Robin, and 
Wonder Woman! 

O Infinity, Inc. 18: The Infinitors vs. 
Helix in the fight to end all fights! 

O New Teen Titans 12: After the past 
few battles, the Titans take a break—or 
so they think! 

O Saga of the Swamp Thing 40: The 
bloodiest stop in Swampy’s journey, 
and werewolves too! 


A lot of nuts go into each 
PAYDAY. And you'll go nuts over the thousands of dollars worth of 


prizes in this game! Just look at the three great ways you might win: 


1, Buy any specially-marked Hollywood bar, and look at 
the prize panel on the inside of the wrapper. You could win one 
of the great prizes shown below! 

2. Even if you don’t win one of these prizes, collect the letters 
N-U-T-T-Y on prize panels, and get a free “Nutty over PAYDAY” 
T-Shirt! 


. Mail in your name and address to enter the Second Chance 
drawing of all the unclaimed prizes (a lot of nutty people out 
there may not claim their instant winner prizes). Mail to: Nutty 


COMPUTER SYSTEM. 


Pe With 128k memory. Includes 12” 
$74 monitor, extended 80 column card, 
-¥.24% modem, printer, mouse and hand 

bers controls for games. 


wood tripod, 
fully coated 
optics for 

sharp, clear % 
pictures. 
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AKAI 
SYSTEM 7 STEREO. 


Includes amplifier, AM/FM quartz tuner, 
auto reverse cassette deck, linear 
tracking, turntable, 3-way speaker 
system, timer, equalizer, system rack 
cabinet and speaker stands. 
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2nd PRIZES 


MURRAY ® 
LIGHTWEIGHT 
BICYCLE. 


3rd PRIZES| ) 


SPORTVIEW TELESCOPE. 


Hours of viewing pleasure with the 
BUSHNELL SPORTVIEW EXPO |. ee 
Variable power settings. Sturdy 


MANUFACTURER'S COUPON 


ON ANY TWO OF OUR CANDY BARS! 


Buy any two PAYDAY, CHOCOLATY PAYDAY, BUTTERNUT, 
MILKSHAKE or ZERO Candy Bars, and save 17¢ with this coupon! =| 


41361 101934 


PAYDAY 2nd Chance, 
P.0. Box 3070, Syosset, NY 11775 before 1/31/86. 

Plus, we're so nutty, you don’t even have to buy a Hollywood 
candy bar to play the game! To get a free game piece and/or Of- 
ficial Rules, write to: Nutty PAYDAY Game, P.0. Box 3055, 
Syosset, NY 11775, before 1/31/86. 

You’d be nuts to pass up a chance to enter this game! So shell 
out a little cash, enjoy a great tasting PAYDAY, ZERO, BUTTER- 
NUT, MILKSHAKE or CHOCOLATY PAYDAY candy bar, and play 
the Nutty PAYDAY Instant Winner Game. You can play for just 
peanuts! (Void where prohibited, no’ purchase necessary. 


Game ends 2/28/86). 
4th PRIZES 


MINOLTA 
DISC-5 CAMERA. 


Automatically sets perfect 
aaa exposure. Built-in flash 
automatically activated when necessary. 
Quality prints from an easy-to-use 
precision camera. 


Sth 
a PRIZES 


EMERSON AM/FM 
HEADPHONE RADIO. 


Stereo headphones, separate 
left/right volume controls, LED FM 
stereo indicator, attached belt clip. 


(or) SPELL 


10-speed 
w/side-pull 
caliper brakes. 
For a smooth ride 
and built to be 
a winner. 


BUSHNELL 


a. AND 

Z : WIN ONE OF 
8 49,999 

# ; “‘NUTTY"' T-SHIRTS 
Inside every Hollywood Brand candy bar wrapper, you'll find 
an “N”, “U", “T" or a “Y". Collect enough wrappers to spell 
“N-U-T-T-Y", and we'll send you a free Payday T-shirt! 
GREAT SECOND CHANCE DRAWING 

Any of the instant prizes not claimed will be given away. To 
enter this drawing, just send your name and address to: 


NUTTY PAYDAY GAME, P.O. Box 3070, Syosset, NY 11775, 
before 1/31/86. 


17¢ OFF 


———S 


EXPIRATION DATE: 2/1/86 


RETAILER: Hollywood Brands will redeem this coupon for 17¢ plus 8¢ 
handling only if it is obtained from a customer buying any two PAYDAY, 
CHOCOLATY PAYDAY, BUTTERNUT, MILKSHAKE or ZERO candy bars 
For prompt redemption maill to Hollywood Brands, Dept. #5948, El Paso, 
TX, 79966. Void where prohibited, regulated or taxed. no reproduction of 
this coupon. One coupon per purchase. Cash value 1/20th of 1¢ 


This scan was made possible 
thanks to a generous donation 
from Stubby’s Collection 


